was coming back to what it had been. Business was
improving quickly, now that it could be sure the new
government was to make no great changes. Credit was
established abroad. Foreigners were anxious to make
loans for reconstruction. The radicals were in full flight.
Indemnities had now been arranged and paid for the few
foreigners killed accidentally in the fighting at Nanking
a year ago. All was being stabilized; the old peace
and order would soon be restored. The family was as
usual. I-ko was still in Germany. He had arranged
wisely that I-ko could procure funds only through the
military school he attended. His mother was lonely
without her sons, but they were grateful to have them
alive when so many young men were dead. His grand-
father was in excellent health. Only his grandmother was
disturbed because they could find no one to take Peony's
place. The servant girls were idle and impudent now.
As for I-wan, he was to learn business and some day his
father would intercede personally with the government
to allow him to return. Only he must be sure that I-wan -
was first cured of his radical ideas.
He folded the letters and tore them up small and threw
them away.
T do not wish to return/ he wrote his father. 'I like
this country well enough/
Well, he would be a good business man at least. At
the beginning of his second year he began working all
day, as Bunji did, taking only the holidays that all clerks
were allowed. Mr. Muraki said one night at the dinner
table, 'I have written your father how well you do.' He
bowed in thanks, and felt someone looking at him. Tama
was there that night. Across the table she was looking at
him, and now he noticed her clear black eyes. She looked
away, and he went on thinking with difficulty. He did
not hate his father now.
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